Locality and the Energy Resources
This first number of Geographical Locality Studies anatomises the possibilities of
local utilisation with regard to natural energy resources. In our present issue, we
have given publicity to 12 studies which have all been written by 13 expert
Hungarian researchers and higher education lecturers. Their task was to shed
light on global examples and introduce specific, locally achievable methods,
solutions or ideas which could be used anywhere else on the planet. By doing so,
the ideas could be transplanted, adapted and could give birth to foundations for
newer, more efficient and revolutionary techniques, technologies and
developments. The written masterpieces can be classified into three categories: a)
articles that support general knowledge on the topic; b) selected Asian examples
that foster such understanding; and c) a selection of Hungarian cases.
This present co-operation, however, is not only a gathering of academics who
try to bring recognition to themselves, but it is also meant as a surprise to one of
our special friends and colleagues. Klára Bank, who is a professor at the University
of Pécs, Institute of Geography, has reached her 60th birthday this February. She has
been a pioneer and a significant contributor to the development of Geography of
Energy and also World Regional Geography. When it comes to the chosen authors'
specifics, the aim of Frugeo Geography Research Initiative has been to find and
work together with experts who have exclusively known the respected and
honoured person and, therefore, been familiar with her achievements on these
specific scientific fields. By this book, we would like to erect a simple but longlasting memory and acknowledgment for her invaluable effort, support and
motivation which are felt by generations.
László Bokor – Adina Deučman
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Klára Bank was born on 23 February, 1953 in Dombóvár (Tolna
County, Hungary) to a railman family, as an only child. She went to
primary school and, thereafter, to secondary school there, as well.
As a child, she was an excellent swimmer and won numerous
competitions and county championships. She was greatly
influenced by her secondary school head teacher, late József
Gömöry when it comes to the pedagogy of teaching. She frequently
uses his methods and quotations during her work at the University
and also takes great use of them in her private and family life.
As—following her completion from high school—in 1971, there
was no Geography and Mathematics dual-subject major training
anywhere in Hungary, therefore, Klára enrolled into the College of
Szombathely for the Mathematics and Physical Education major.
The apparent detour, however, did not last long. In the subsequent
academic year, she was already studying at the József Attila
University in Szeged (Csongrád County, Hungary), at the
Department of Geography and Mathematics, but her love for
sports had not faded. She carried on playing table tennis, handball
and—later as a teacher—she joined the University's volleyball
team. During her years at the University, she met her husband,
József Rudl, who also studied in Szeged at that time, at the same
Faculty. He was two years senior to her. In 1976, they got married
and decided to start a family in Szeged. They were both offered the
assistant lecturer positions at the Department of Geography.
Klára received her first doctorate award in 1981, but in the
summer of 1992, with their two children (Ágnes and Emese), they
moved to Pécs (Baranya County, Hungary). József had been
employed as a lecturer at the newly established Geography
Department at the Janus Pannonius University of Pécs. Since then,
Klára has also been a dedicated teacher and researcher at the
same institution. She is a pioneer of Geography of Energy and has
greatly contributed to establishing the University's reputation
regarding the development of this scientific discipline. Moreover,
in June 2000, she defended her PhD. She has been teaching at a
senior lecturer position ever since. Apart from her family's and
grandchildren's fate, she is greatly concerned about the present
and future of renewable energy resources in Hungary and around
the world as well.
By Emese Rudl
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